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South Dakota State is the last of all public South Dakota Board of Regents universities 
to implement a ban on 
smoking. Implemented Jan. 
1, the ban has faced scrutiny 
from students, student 
organizations and faculty 
alike. 
“Honestly, telling us we 
can’t smoke or vape hasn’t 
done anything to stop us,” said 
Austin Windschitl, freshman 
agricultural science major.  
Windschitl said smokers 
have simply started smoking 
in less visible areas on 
campus.
“Sure, CAs enforce it, 
but what they do not see or 
hear does not affect them,” 
said Jack Van Veldhuizen, 
freshman entrepreneurial 
studies major. 
In a 2017 interview with 
The Collegian, Associate Vice 
President of Student Affairs 
Doug Wermedal said the 
policy was never intended 
to micromanage smoking 
habits, but rather to educate 
and encourage a healthier 
environment for staff, 
students and the community.
The SDSU Student 
Health Clinic reports its new 
tobacco cessation service, an 
education program for those 
caught smoking on campus, 
has yet to have any visits from 
staff or students.
Jim Schmaedeke, assistant 
director for student conduct 
on campus, said he has not 
seen any noticeable rise in 
write-ups for violation of the 
policy. However, for the write-
ups he does see, vaping is a 
“significant” portion of them.
Every policy has its 
strengths and weaknesses, 
Schmaedeke said. 
Despite perceived 
ineffectiveness of the ban 
in combating smoking 
on campus, since it was 
implemented, SDSU has 
received more than $18,000 
in grants, according to an 
article in the Brookings 
Register. The grants are from 
the American Cancer Society, 
the CVS Health Foundation 
and the Truth Initiative.  
The 
grants 
will 
hire two 
students 
to create 
social media 
campaigns and 
educational materials 
for the yet unused 
tobacco cessation 
service, as well as 
provide it with fiscal 
support for various other 
purposes.
Wermedal said the ban is 
also a way to help bring new 
students to SDSU. 
A 2016 study by the 
American Cancer Society 
reports 52 percent of 
Americans find a tobacco-free 
campus is an important factor 
in choosing where to attend.
However, prospective 
student Nick Jacoby from 
Des Peres, Missouri, said 
the ban is “definitely not 
a deciding factor,” even 
though he doesn’t like people 
smoking around him. 
Though there is still doubt 
on the actual effectiveness of 
the policy, students and staff 
have accepted it is here to 
stay. “I guess we’ll have to see 
how it goes,” Windschitl said.
African Students’ Association 
reflects on ‘Black Panther’ 
KATIE BERNDT
Reporter
The eighth Annual Campus 
Wide Ag Day is Tuesday, March 
27, and this year’s event lineup is 
more elaborate than ever. 
What started as a small 
get-together for students grew 
into a full week of events ad-
vocating and educating others 
about agriculture. 
Ag Day is organized by the 
Ag and Bio Prexy Council to cel-
ebrate and promote agriculture 
at SDSU. According to Alison 
Durheim, Ag-Bio Advocate and 
senior agricultural communica-
tions major, the day serves as a 
reminder of the university’s long-
standing agricultural history.
“The opportunity to celebrate 
what South Dakota State Uni-
versity was founded on and be-
gan with — agriculture — is so 
important,” Durheim said. 
Keeping in line with the 
theme “Agnite Your Passions,” 
one of the goals of Ag Day is to 
relate agriculture to students 
who may not feel directly im-
pacted by it, and show how it is 
important to everyone, not just 
people who work directly with-
in the field. 
“Ag Day is all about recogniz-
ing the importance of agricul-
ture in everyday lives with ev-
erything from a prime rib to the 
cotton T-shirt,” Durheim said. 
The event kicks off on at 5:30 
p.m. Monday, March 26, with an 
employer panel in Rotunda A.
The main events are Tuesday, 
March 27. They include club and 
industry booths from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. around campus and a 
banquet at 5:30 p.m.
The Tuesday Ag Day banquet 
features a free meal and a speak-
er in the Volstorff Ballroom.  
    This year’s presenter is Cristen 
Clark, a sixth-generation farmer, 
wife and mother from Runnells, 
Iowa. The owner and author of 
the blog “Food and Swine” will 
speak on sharing common agri-
cultural practices with consum-
ers who don’t understand the ag-
ricultural industry. 
At 7 p.m. on Wednesday, 
March 28, there will be a show-
ing of the “Food Evolution” doc-
umentary in Rotunda D.
Prexy Council President and 
junior agriculture business ma-
jor, Sam Johnson said involving 
agricultural companies in the 
event allows students to network 
and share their own ideas with 
leaders in the industry. 
“My favorite part of Ag Day 
is connecting the industry with 
students,” Johnson said. “It’s 
awesome to watch students in-
teract with industry sponsors 
and watch the value of agri-
culture be translated to all of 
the students at SDSU and the 
Brookings community.”
Continued to A3
Ag Day celebrates 
longstanding history 
IAN LACK
Reporter
This past weekend, “Black Pan-
ther” became the first film since 
2009’s “Avatar” to hold the top 
spot at the American movie box 
office for five consecutive weeks. 
It’s also one of just 33 films to 
ever earn more than $1 billion at 
the worldwide box office.
It is also the first movie in the 
Marvel Cinematic Universe to 
feature a non-white lead in the 
title role. In addition, more than 
90 percent of the movie’s cast is 
African or African American.
But beyond the barri-
er-breaking accomplishments 
of the film, “Black Panther” has 
also gotten the undivided at-
tention of many from the Afri-
can and black communities in 
Brookings and at SDSU.
David Odeleye, operations 
management graduate student 
from Oyo State in Nigeria, is the 
president of the African Stu-
dents’ Association. He and 15 
other members of ASA attended 
the movie, many of them dressed 
in traditional African attire.
“Walking into ‘Black Panther’ 
and seeing someone who looked 
like me, a superhero, even if it 
wasn’t shot in my country, I see 
how they were representing Ni-
geria and I was so excited about 
that,” Odeleye said. “It was really 
exciting for me.”
Odeleye has seen “Black Pan-
ther” three times since the film 
debuted five weeks ago. He said 
the film has also helped him ad-
just to life in America.
“When I first got here … I 
wanted to blend in with the way 
I spoke and the way I dressed 
so I wouldn’t stand out, so peo-
ple wouldn’t look and think ‘oh, 
he’s foreign —he’s not from here,’” 
he said.
Continued to A3
IAN LACK• The Collegian 
Members of the ASA pose for photos after the showing of “Black Panther.” Many were 
dressed in traditional African clothing from their respective native countries.
Ag Day is all about 
recognizing the importance 
of agriculture in everyday 
lives with everything from 
a prime rib to the cotton 
T-shirt.
ALISON DURHEIM
2017-18 Ag-Bio Advocate
Smoke-free SDSU: 
tobacco ban 
stagnant in 
first 60 days
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03.12.18
• 7:00 p.m. @Ben Reifel. Int 
Damage/Vandalism.
03.14.18
• 9:55 p.m. @Crothers 
Engineering. Miscellaneous 
Incident.
03.15.18
• 3:27 p.m. @Off Campus. 
Assault/Simple.
• 7:23 p.m. @1405 
Jackrabbit Ave. 
Harassment. 
• 10:24 p.m. @700 Block 
Of 20th Ave. Drug/Narc 
Violations.
03.16.18
• 10:46 p.m. @Hyde Lot. 
Intentional Damage to 
Property $400 or less - 3rd 
Degree Vandalism.
03.17.18
• 9:03 a.m. @Pierson 
Hall. Intentional Damage 
to Property $400 or less 
- 3rd Degree Vandalism; 
Possession of Revoked, 
Altered or Fictitious 
License; Underage 
Purchase or Possession of 
Alcoholic Beverages.
DAILY CRIME LOG
HELP WANTED / SERVICES 
OFFERED
Help Wanted: Carpet Clean-
ing Technician. Temporary 
position for summer, May to 
August. Will train the right 
person. Effective verbal 
communication and customer 
service required. $13/hour. 
Call (605) 690-3478
FOR RENT
2 and 3 bedroom townhomes 
with 2 baths for rent on the 
edge of SDSU campus.  Many 
amenities including off-street 
parking, on-site laundry, 
dishwasher, skylight, newer 
carpet.  www.skylightrentals.
net (605) 691-7612.
CLASSIFIEDS
LAUREN FRANKEN
Copy Editor
The “Five minutes with” series 
focuses on an SDSU faculty, 
student or member of the 
Brookings community. The 
interviewer spends five minutes 
speaking with a person to learn 
their specialty or something they 
are passionate about.
Q: What’s your favorite part 
of your job?
A: The people. I love it, I love this, 
I love sitting down for a couple 
minutes with you, I love the people 
that are studying here, I love the 
coffee, I love candy. I love getting 
to see people through that drive-
through window or giving them 
a hug in the store. I love this job. 
I can’t imagine doing something 
else.Donna Behrendwith
Donna Behrend is the owner of 
Brookings’ first drive-through 
coffee house, Choco Latte.  
5 minutes
Q: What are your goals for 
the future of Choco Latte?  
A: The goal was always to be the 
Brookings coffee house of choice. 
That was always the end goal. I 
I really do want to be a presence 
in this community, that’s what 
my goal is. I don’t plan on leaving 
Brookings, I love Brookings, so, my 
goal is to be a viable business for 
this Brookings community.
Q: Where’d the name Choco 
Latte come from?
A: My husband thought it up. 
We knew we were going to do 
something with candy, and we 
knew something with coffee. He 
just said ‘Choco Latte’ and I’m like 
‘No,’ and then it was Choco Latte. 
Along the way, I was the resisting 
force but he was the one who 
thought of Choco Latte, it was the 
name that conveyed what we did 
and that’s what we wanted to do.
A: That is seldom and few and far 
between, but when I’m not here I 
am a mom of two little girls and we 
like to be outdoors and play with 
our dog. I like photography. I think 
I have a really good life so I think 
that outside of work I like to be a 
mom.
Q: Did you always plan on 
owning a coffee shop?
A: No. I worked for Starbucks for 
eight years or something like that, 
but I’ve also had a lot of different 
jobs. My dad is a business owner 
and I didn’t think this was going 
to be my route. So, I had no idea 
this was going to be the game 
plan, but I’m really happy it is.
MIRANDA SAMPSON • The Collegian 
Donna Behrend, owner of Choco Latte, serves customers March 20. Choco Latte is 
located on the south side of Sixth Street next to Game Stop and Qdoba. 
Q: What do you like to do 
when you’re not at work?
A: Usually, I just drink black 
coffee. Americanos are really lovely 
too, but a vanilla latte is my go-
to drink, like it’ll make my knees 
weak. Everybody loves the caramel 
sauce latte, but I really like the 
simplicity of a vanilla latte or a 
black coffee.
Q: What’s your favorite drink 
you serve?
SPENCER THOMPSON
SA Reporter
At this week’s Students’ Assoca-
tion meeting, Senate approved 
budgets for The Union and Stu-
dent Health Clinic this week 
and had an open panel discus-
sion with the deans of all col-
leges.
The budgets were present-
ed at the meeting as recommen-
dations by the Finance Commit-
tee in collaboration with Union 
staff.
The recommended budget 
for the clinic totaled $826,893, 
which decreased by $71,904 due 
to revenue earned from insur-
ance billing. The budget was ap-
proved unanimously.
The body previously ap-
proved The Union budget at its 
March 12 meeting, but chang-
es were made to the budget af-
ter receiving approval from the 
University Activity Fee Budget 
Committee.
The changes were made to 
ensure The Union remains at 
the same level of service as now. 
The allocation was then amend-
ed by SA from $1,145,767 to 
$1,234,270 for 2019.
During open forum, sena-
tors asked questions ranging 
from diversity, international re-
cruiting, changes to their de-
partments and future develop-
ments. Sen. Nick Lorang asked 
how SA can continue to support 
each college.
“Keep doing what you’re 
doing and serve,” said Lew-
is Brown, dean of the Jerome 
J. Lohr College of Engineer-
ing. “Keep cultivating the next     
generation of leaders.” 
Toward the end of open fo-
rum, SA approved the SDSU 
National Society of Collegiate 
Scholars constitution. NSCS  fo-
cuses on providing opportuni-
ties for students to earn schol-
arships. 
SA looked at possible chang-
es to South Dakota’s Student 
Federation. The federation is 
comprised of representatives 
from the public universities of 
South Dakota.
SA discussed wages for the 
executive board of the federa-
tion and how many executive 
positions there should be.
Currently, there are two po-
sitions on the executive board, 
with the executive director get-
ting paid, but not the chair. The 
chair of Student Federation is 
SDSU’s SA State and Local Gov-
ernment Chair (and vice presi-
dent-elect) Spencer Harwood. 
SA discussed whether or not 
to pay the chair, and what the 
pay should be for both positions.
The next SA meeting will 
be at 7 p.m. Monday, March 26 
in the Lewis and Clark room of 
The Student Union.
Senators approve Student Health Clinic, Union 
budgets, discuss support of colleges with deans
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Stop by our office in the lower level of The 
Union  (Room 069) to pick up an application.
is hiring!
the
YOUR AD HERE
Free ad up to 25 words 
for student orgs in 
print and online.
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stuff. 
23        SDSU Improv Night Backline Improv & Jumpin’ Jacks ! 
              8pm Performing Arts Center
24        27th Annual SDSU Wacipi An SDSU tradition!
             1 pm Grand Entry Union VBR
             SDSU Lip-Sync Battle for Colleges Against Cancer!
             7pm Union Market 
30-31 Happy Easter!
>> BLACK PANTHER
Continued from A1
Laura Renée Chandler, as-
sistant professor of history, be-
lieves now is the perfect time for 
“Black Panther.” 
“For a really long time, I 
think we’ve been told that pop-
ular audiences, which usually 
means white audiences, are not 
going to go to films that are ma-
jority black, or they’re not go-
ing to go to films that are real-
ly driven by strong black charac-
ters,” she said. “In this sense, it 
just really dispels that narrative 
considering how much the mov-
ie has made.”
While much attention has 
been paid to the title character, 
the depiction of black women 
has been praised as well. 
“They were all amazing,” said 
Excel Obi Okoro, junior politi-
cal science major. “They could 
be sexy or strong or they could 
be beautiful or soft. There were 
different things to the power of a 
woman.”
Okoro, from Lagos, Nigeria, 
said the film could play a role 
in dispelling misconceptions 
about the continent of Africa as 
a whole.
During her freshman year, 
Okoro was asked where she got 
her tshirt and when she said it 
was from Nigeria, the girl was 
surprised. 
“She asked if we had like 
shoes and things like that,” 
Okoro said. “I had to set her 
straight on how we have the 
same types of clothing as here 
[America], but I feel like the 
movie could actually teach peo-
ple about that too, you know?”
“Black Panther” is breaking 
box office records and encourag-
ing positive conversation within 
and about the African American 
community.
“…[T]hat movie gave me the 
opportunity to actually say, ‘hey, 
I stand out and I’m proud of it.’ 
That’s really exciting,” Odeleye 
said.
>> AG DAY
Continued from A1
Even though Ag Day is main-
ly targeted toward agriculture 
students, the event reaches a 
broad range of students. 
According to Katherine 
Hodge, junior animal science 
major, it gives students a chance 
to network and share informa-
tion with people they wouldn’t 
normally encounter in class. 
“You go to an ag school and 
just assume that everyone knows 
about agriculture,” Hodge said. 
“It really brings about a broad-
er awareness. I think it’s fun to 
have a reason to start those con-
versations about agriculture, be-
ing able to apply what I learned 
in class and share it with other 
people.”
More information and up-
dates leading up to Ag Day are 
available on the SDSU College of 
Ag and Bio Prexy Council Face-
book page at @sdsuagbioprexy-
council. 
LAUREN FRANKEN
Copy Editor
The number of political science 
majors at South Dakota State 
has increased from 67 to 100 
since 2016, prompting a search 
for the department’s fourth ten-
ure-track professor.  
The hiring process is slow, 
which is why the department 
has only replaced one of the two 
faculty members who left three 
years ago. 
“It takes time to do a search 
well,” said William Prigge, de-
partment head for history, polit-
ical science, philosophy and reli-
gion. “What we’re avoiding right 
now is trying to go too quickly. I 
want the very best because it’s a 
30-year decision.”
A new hire has the poten-
tial to make or break the depart-
ment, Prigge said. That’s why 
staff is working to include stu-
dent ideas about the future of 
the program in its final decision.
“I don’t think we ever want 
to lower our requirements or 
standards for expediency sake,” 
he said.
Candidates will undergo pre-
liminary interviews in Septem-
ber and campus interviews in 
October. The new hire will ide-
ally start teaching in the fall of 
2019, Prigge said.
Until a new faculty mem-
ber is hired, current staff are in-
creasing the cap on their class 
sizes to 35, usually set at 30, to 
keep up with the steadily grow-
ing number of students and en-
sure they graduate on time.   
Political science professor 
David Wiltse said the depart-
ment is looking for someone 
who doesn’t replicate what any 
of the current faculty already 
specializes in, so it can expand 
the courses it offers. 
“That’s just kind of us step-
ping back and looking at the 
holes in our program,” Wiltse 
said. “And looking at where we 
might be able to offer something 
that’s going to be in good de-
mand.”
The expanding range of class 
offerings will be determined us-
ing input from current students 
regarding where they think the 
program can improve and what 
courses they want to see offered. 
Prigge emailed political sci-
ence majors a survey wherein 
they could pick the area of ex-
pertise they would most like to 
see in the new hire and choose 
three currently unoffered classes 
they want to take in the future.
The survey results will help 
the department craft a job de-
scription and filter through ap-
plications based on how close-
ly their qualifications align with 
what students want.
Prigge sent the email March 
11, and by the following morn-
ing, just under one-third of the 
department’s students had al-
ready taken the survey.
Wiltse said the quick reply is 
proof of how attentive political 
science majors are to things hap-
pening within the department. 
So far, the responses have 
shown heavy interest in class-
es devoted to U.S. foreign policy, 
national security policy and in-
ternational human rights.
Kade Walker, sophomore po-
litical science major, said he’d 
like there to be more classes 
about the campaigning process 
and methods used to get elected. 
Wiltse said it’s critical for the 
department to be sensitive to the 
needs of the students — not just 
what they need for graduation, 
but also what they would like to 
see in the future. 
The department’s ability to 
take students’ wants into con-
sideration when making big de-
cisions is a testament to them 
as people and teachers, Walk-
er said. 
“We are laser-focused on the 
opportunities for the students 
and making sure there are no 
costs to students along the way,” 
Wiltse said. 
Growing program enrollment prompts new political science hire
AG DAY EVENTS: MARCH 26 to 28
Tuesday:
10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Club and industry booths in 
The Union
5:30 p.m.
Free banquet with Cristen 
Clark in the Volstorff Ballroom
Wednesday:
7 p.m. 
“Food Evolution” 
documentary in 
Rotunda D  
Monday:
5:30 p.m. 
Employer Panel
in Rotunda A
Lifestyles
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HALEY HALVORSON
Lifestyles Editor
Imagine walking down the runway wearing glamorous makeup, lights and camer-
as everywhere, but instead of a 
shiny satin dress, you’re wearing 
a dress made of wallpaper, wood 
and electrical wire. 
The Brookings Habitat for 
Humanity is hosting its first-ev-
er Nail the Runway: Stud Gala. 
It’s a construction-based fashion 
show that requires designers to 
use at least 50 percent construc-
tion material in creating their 
outfits. 
Molly Wicks, instructor in 
the School of Design, is getting 
her class of 70 introduction to 
design students involved. For an 
assignment, students broke into 
groups of 14 to design an outfit 
for the show. 
“Because this kind of proj-
ect has some serious parameters, 
like having to use construction 
materials, it makes for some very 
different and unique creations,” 
Wicks said.
She was asked by a commu-
nity member if she would be in-
terested in being involved in 
the event and thought it would 
a great opportunity for her stu-
dents.
Wicks gave her students a lit-
tle less than a month to work on 
their outfits. 
The groups started with 
Tyvek paper, which is a nonwo-
ven synthetic material, as a fab-
ric-oriented base, then add-
ed materials like old wood, 
Duct tape, PVC piping and oth-
er materials students could find 
around the classroom. 
Jana Krogmann, director of 
affiliated operations at Habi-
tat for Humanity, and other staff 
members decided mirrors would 
be the element every outfit had 
to have incorporated. 
Groups could also buy other 
construction-based materials to 
complete their outfit. 
Rachel Harmon, freshman 
graphic design major, and her 
group bought chicken wire and 
used the Tyvek paper provided 
to start the design process. 
“I’m pretty excited for the 
community to see our mod-
el walk down the runway in the 
outfit we made,” Harmon said. “I 
think this is a great way to show 
the more artistic side of Brook-
ings.” 
Harmon and her group used 
a reflective Duct tape as their 
mirrored element. 
Some groups in Wicks’ class 
tried to make their outfits look 
more structural, while Harmon’s 
group tried to make their design 
look like something that might 
be seen in a store.  
“Getting it to look like cloth-
ing was the hardest part at first,” 
Harmon said.
Krogmann is planning the 
event and even designing her 
own outfit for the show.
She’s also been working with 
Executive Director Dan McCo-
lley, who heard that the Home 
Builders Association in Roches-
ter, Minnesota did an event sim-
ilar to this one for their Habitat 
for Humanity. 
Krogmann and some other 
staff members spent a year plan-
ning for this event and consid-
er themselves lucky to have so 
many participants.
In addition to the 14 groups 
from Wicks’ design class, there 
are 11 more designers showcas-
ing an outfit.
While the event is primari-
ly a way for people to come see 
what designs local communi-
ty members and SDSU students 
have created, it is also to raise 
awareness for Habitat for Hu-
manity. 
Habitat for Humanity pro-
vides affordable housing around 
the community and, to McCo-
lley, it is a critical part of the 
Brookings community.
“1.6 billion people will go to 
sleep tonight in substandard 
housing, and everybody deserves 
a decent place to live,” he said. 
McColley thinks of the Stud 
Gala as a way to strengthen the 
community and improve the 
lives of people across the globe 
by raising money and spreading 
awareness. 
Krogmann and McColley 
hope to have the event again 
next year and the following year 
for the Brookings Habitat for 
Humanity’s 25th anniversary. 
The two wanted to have 
enough experience with the 
event to make the 25th anniver-
say even more special. 
“Habitat for Humanity does 
some really great things for our 
community,” Wicks said, “It’s al-
ways good to support groups 
like that and it helps us at SDSU 
push creativity in a different way 
that hasn’t been done before.” 
The event is at 6:30 p.m., 
March 24 at The Old Sanctuary 
and tickets are $50. The show is 
a chance to get dressed-up, have 
dinner and see some unique de-
signs. 
Habitat for Humanity puts unique 
twist on new community event
SUBMITTED
The first-ever Nail the Runway: Studs Gala is a fashion show that will showcase outfits 
made out of different construction materials, like PVC piping, chicken wire, and more.
NATALIE HILDEN
Opinion Editor
Carley Schumacher remembers 
her pre-freshman study abroad 
experience in Ireland as one that 
helped her successfully grow as 
a person, and aid her transition 
into college.
“My experience made me 
more outgoing, get out of my 
shell and willing to try new 
things,” she said. “It got me 
ready for college living.”
According to study abroad 
adviser Briana Litz, until two 
years ago study abroad experi-
ences have only been available 
starting sophomore year, but are 
now offered to students before 
they even begin college. 
So far, students who have 
studied abroad before attend-
ing SDSU have gone to Germany 
and Ireland.
Litz said she personally wit-
nessed the improvement of her 
students throughout their expe-
rience in Germany.
“At the beginning they were 
all tentative, but by the end they 
grew independent socially and 
academically through our journ-
aling and discussion,” she said. 
Schumacher said she valued 
the discussions during her time 
abroad, and the experience led 
to her finding a group of friends 
before she even came to campus. 
The study abroad program 
at SDSU continues to help stu-
dents learn through new and ex-
citing experiences that go well 
beyond what campus has to of-
fer. 
Bradley Drake, senior me-
chanical engineering major, said 
his semester in Ireland was a 
culturally immersive experience 
he would recommend to any of 
his fellow Jackrabbits. 
“The truth is, anybody can do 
it, and people should do it,” he 
said. “As I’ve talked to other stu-
dents who have studied abroad, 
we all have the same responses, 
and it’s that studying abroad will 
be one of the most significant 
times of your life.”
Litz thinks many students 
are wary of participating in 
study abroad because they don’t 
want to miss out on typical tra-
ditions and events during the se-
mester they are away. 
“There is no other experience 
like it. You can’t get it anywhere 
else, and it will stick with you 
forever,” Litz said.
She hopes positive word-of-
mouth will continue to increase 
student interest in planning 
their own study abroad expe-
rience, and she always push-
es interested students to ignore 
any fear they may have so they 
don’t “scare themselves out of a 
richly rewarding experience.”
The Office of Internation-
al Affairs is currently working 
on starting new faculty-led pro-
grams and spreading the word 
about upcoming internation-
al internship opportunities, 
which Litz hopes will increase 
the amount of students study-
ing abroad. 
Joshua Gross, freshman 
mechanical engineering ma-
jor, said the culture in Germany 
during his pre-freshman expe-
rience put his world in perspec-
tive and gave him a lot of values 
to bring back to SDSU. 
“It showed me things that 
I like and things that I dis-
like about American culture. 
I learned that German cul-
ture emphasizes respect,” Gross 
said. “I want to bring that same 
emphasis back to the SDSU 
community.”
SUBMITTED
SDSU students take a pre-freshman study abroad experience to Ireland in the summer of 2017. The group went abroad before they 
moved on campus at SDSU in fall of 2017.
UNIVERSITY MARKETING 
AND COMMUNICATIONS
South Dakota State Univer-
sity has received a grant from 
the National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture to provide Na-
tive American and economical-
ly challenged students with re-
search and educational experi-
ences.
The 10-week summer pro-
gram, Future Agriculture and 
Science Taskforce Research and 
Extension Experience for Un-
dergraduates, gives students a 
$6,000 stipend each year for 
two years. It will start in May 
2018.
“The FAST fellowship is 
unique in that it brings stake-
holders from academia, in-
dustry and business togeth-
er in providing students with 
research experiences and soft 
skills they will need to become 
successful in their future ca-
reers,” said Madhav Nepal, an 
associate professor in the De-
partment of Biology and Micro-
biology. “I hope this project be-
comes an example to many fu-
ture programs to inspire Amer-
ican Indians and other students 
to enter the STEM workforce.”
In their first year in the co-
hort, students will receive train-
ing at SDSU to prepare for ca-
reers in the food, agriculture, 
natural resources or human sci-
ences areas or academia. The 
second year has the students 
participating in a career-orient-
ed industry internship.
Students from SDSU, Oglala 
Lakota College and the region’s 
tribal colleges will be recruited 
to participate.
“This experience will bring 
top students from tribal colleges 
and SDSU together to cultivate 
scholars and future leaders with-
in the agricultural industry. Stu-
dents will have the opportuni-
ty to engage in research, com-
munity outreach and profes-
sional development,” said Re-
becca Bott-Knutson, dean of the 
Van D. and Barbara B. Fishback 
Honors College. “We’re excited 
to bring our first cohort of stu-
dent participants to campus this 
summer.”
Grant offers research, 
educational experiences
This experience will bring 
top students from tribal 
colleges and SDSU together 
to cultivate scholars and 
future leaders within the 
agricultural industry.
REBECCA BOTT-KNUTSON
Fishback Honors 
College Dean
Freshman biology major, Sarah Sch-
weitzer, prepares RNA samples as apart 
of her research for associated professor 
Madhav Nepal. 
SUBMITTED
Pre-freshman study abroad program 
aids, connects future Jackrabbits 
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Your heart makes you 
feel ready for adventure 
with another Jackrabbit 
this week.
Horoscopes
Jack’s Weekly
Leo
Pisces
TaurusAries Cancer
Libra Sagittarius Capricorn Aquarius
With an adjustment 
to your Hobo Dough 
balance, you can treat 
yourself this week.
An event this week 
increases your 
connection with 
another rabbit.
Mixed messages can 
cause some issues this 
week.
Gemini
You feel inspired to hop 
to making some new 
changes, Jackrabbit.
Another Jackrabbit 
helps you make 
progress this week.
Conversation with 
another Jack this 
week might lead to a 
misunderstanding.
Virgo
A relationship issue 
holds you back from 
moving forward with 
that special somebunny.
Scorpio
 An opportunity in the 
next couple days might 
change your rabbit 
views.
You feel eager to pursue 
a new Jackrabbit 
hobby, sport or love 
interest this week.
A stress relieving activity 
with other bunnies helps 
all the negativity fade 
away.
There is an exciting 
opportunity to embrace 
your dream and make 
it a reality, Jackrabbit. 
Editor’s Note: The grading system 
used here is similar to the 10-point 
scale used in SDSU courses.
GRADE: B
I’ve been asked how I grade 
movies a couple times, and I al-
ways thought it was interest-
ing, because I think the question 
people should be asking is “for 
whom do I grade movies?”
 I’m not reviewing movies 
for myself. The grade at the be-
ginning of this review is meant 
for general audiences: you, the 
readers.
 Considering the movie’s 
flaws, I give “Love, Simon” a sol-
id “B” for average moviegoers.
Personally, as a member of 
the gay community, there’s so 
much I had to be thankful for in 
this film. I’ve never cried so hard 
in a theater.
“Love, Simon” follows Simon 
Spier (Nick Robinson), a closet-
ed-gay high schooler traversing 
through his senior year. The sto-
ry really takes off when Simon 
discovers there’s another closet-
ed gay guy at his high school. Si-
mon begins an anonymous email 
correspondence with the mys-
tery man and young love starts 
to bud between them.
Things get complicated when 
another student, Martin (Logan 
Miller), discovers their email 
chain and takes screenshots of 
it. Martin threatens to release 
the screenshots if Simon doesn’t 
help hook him up with a close 
friend of his named Abby (Alex-
andra Shipp).
One of the much-discussed 
aspects of this film is its main-
streaming of gay characters and 
gay romance. This is a film that 
could sit comfortably on a shelf 
with the likes of “The Fault in 
Our Stars” or “Sixteen Candles.”
However, that doesn’t mean 
“Love, Simon” shies away from 
its gayness. Topics like forced 
outing and fears of parental 
abandonment are brought into 
the story and handled beauti-
fully from Simon’s perspective. 
There is so much for LGBTQ 
teens to relate to.
The movie stumbles in a few 
ways when it comes to some of 
its supporting characters,  as 
well as a few story points toward 
the end. A few situations seem 
ridiculous compared to the con-
text of the rest of the film. While 
the film is very funny, it can get 
rather cheesy, and not in the fun 
way.
Regarding the scene that 
made me weep like a hurricane, 
it unfolds quietly between Si-
mon and his mother, played by 
Jennifer Garner. Garner gives 
one of the most heart-wrench-
ing monologues I’ve ever seen in 
a film and it’s something every 
person of the LGBTQ communi-
ty should hear.
I know there are scores of 
gay kids, closeted and out, who 
need this film. It seems recently 
Hollywood has been on a spree 
with films that signal more in-
clusivity for underrepresented 
communities.
We should remember the 
power films like this have. While 
“Love, Simon” might not have 
the same box office capital as 
“Wonder Woman” or “Black Pan-
ther,” I would say the movie can 
sit comfortably alongside both 
of them. 
Ian Lack is a reporter at The 
Collegian and can be reached at 
ilack@sdsucollegian.com.
Movie night
withIan Lack
‘Love, Simon:’ campy, yet endearing coming out story
Photo courtesy of Universal Pictures 
“Love, Simon” is based off of the novel “Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda” by 
Becky Albertalli. The film grossed $11.8 million in its first weekend at the box office.
First Presbyterian Church • 405 7th Ave.• brookingspresbyterian.org
Celebrate 
Holy Week at 
First 
Presbyterian 
Church 
Palm Sunday 
March 25
Worship Service 
10:30 a.m.
Maundy Thursday 
March 29
The Lord’s Supper & Worship 
6:30 p.m.
Easter Sunday
April 1
9 a.m. Sonrise Worship
9:30 a.m. Brunch 
10:30 a.m. Worship 
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Stance: 
Students and senators need to 
find a common middle ground.
South Dakota State stu-dents will elect their new Students’ Association sen-
ators, president and vice presi-
dent March 21.
Election season is usual-
ly an exciting time on campus. 
Sidewalks are chalked, political 
posters are plastered in Rotun-
da and campus is buzzing.
However, if anyone hasn’t 
noticed, this year is different.
No college seat was contest-
ed and there is only one presi-
dent and vice president ticket. 
This means next year’s Senate 
has already been decided be-
fore the votes are even count-
ed.
We, at The Collegian, would 
have liked to see an election.
An election encourages stu-
dents on campus to get in-
volved with their student rep-
resentatives. Usually stu-
dents get to know their can-
didates through debates and 
campaigns. But what’s going 
to happen to this term’s sena-
tor-student relationships when 
students didn’t have an elec-
tion to be engaged in?
SA needs to utilize student 
voices. When managing mil-
lions of dollars, sitting on com-
mittees responsible for new 
buildings and creating policies 
for students, the senators want 
to know students’ opinions.
SA works every day for stu-
dents, but senators need your 
involvement and interest.
We, at The Collegian are 
disappointed with the student 
body and their apathy toward 
student governing body. Your 
senators need you.
Here’s how students can get 
involved this year:
Know who represents you
As the term begins, get to 
know new college senators. SA 
usually introduces senators on 
its social media accounts. They 
also update the Students’ As-
sociation page on the SDState 
website. There, students can 
access senator contact infor-
mation.
All senators are required to 
spend two hours in the SA of-
fice each week. So, there’s al-
most always someone ready 
and willing to talk to students.
President-elect Allyson 
Monson said in a Collegian in-
terview she wants more stu-
dent interaction with SA in the 
upcoming year.
     “I really want students to see 
Students’ Association has the 
open door,” Monson said. “If I 
could take off the door to [the] 
Students’ Association office I 
would, just to show the trans-
parency that we want.”
Catch up with The Collegian
The Collegian covers ev-
ery SA meeting in print, online 
and through live tweets @Col-
legian_Live 
Read the SA agendas
Every week at the top of the 
Monday Rabbit Report there is 
a link to that week’s SA agen-
da. Students can see when sen-
ators will talk about new poli-
cies concerning student dollars 
and new clubs.
This isn’t to say senators 
are perfect either, not all of the 
blame falls on students. Sena-
tors should always strive to talk 
to constituents and look for op-
portunities to inform the cam-
pus communities on issues and 
ways to get involved with SA.
SDSU students, you failed 
to have a voice in this “elec-
tion,” but don’t let apathy keep 
you silent.
Issue: 
Apathy about student government and 
university issues is problematic.
Editorial
Ag industry 
strives for 
improved 
communication
As I write this month’s column 
I am sitting on a plane to Wash-
ington, D.C., headed to the Agri-
culture Future of America Policy 
Institute.
The conference invites college 
students from across the country 
to our nation’s capital to discuss 
current policy issues, the com-
mon mission to feed the world 
and the future of agriculture. 
In the agriculture industry, 
we often lament the fact consum-
ers aren’t listening to us. They 
turn to blogs and online sources 
for information about their food, 
rather than what we, in the ag 
community, consider “real” sci-
entific sources. But the problem 
isn’t with them; it’s with us.
Agriculture as an indus-
try tends to avoid engaging with 
consumers and therefore fails to 
understand the reason behind 
their doubts. Consumer involve-
ment with agriculture is some-
times limited to driving by cows 
or flying over fields of crops. The 
information they receive about 
the industry and its practices is 
confined to videos they see on-
line. 
In most cases, these videos 
don’t come from the industry, 
and are definitely not positive. 
While we can’t necessarily 
stop this information from being 
distributed, we can join the con-
versation in a way that supports 
the agriculture industry.
This is where the younger 
generations come in. As an age 
group branded as tech-savvy and 
innovative, why not put those 
skills to good use? 
We have the tools to create 
and promote information that 
consumers can understand and 
engage with. Interactive pro-
grams, videos of farm produc-
tion and a positive social media 
presence provides a relatable and 
easy-to-understand resource that 
can both ease the mind of con-
sumers and support producers in 
the industry. 
If online sharing isn’t your 
speed, one of the best, and eas-
iest, ways to engage with con-
sumers is in person. If you are in-
volved in agriculture, make your-
self available to people who ask 
questions. Participate in local 
“meet a farmer” activities. Vis-
it with people in lines and on 
airplanes and share your story 
about agriculture. 
Agriculture of every kind 
spans across the United States, 
and the world. Looking at fields 
and pastures from 20,000 feet, I 
can still see it’s beautiful, diverse 
and worth sharing.
As we enter the workforce, 
the younger generation has the 
potential to change the conver-
sation about agriculture. We are 
coming together as an industry 
in ways we never have before. By 
keeping the best interest of con-
sumers in mind, we are confident 
that we can create a positive con-
versation to help everyone un-
derstand the industry that feeds 
all of us. 
Katie Berndt is an agricultural 
communications major and can 
be reached at katelyn.berndt@
jacks.sdstate.edu.
Climate change is a man-made 
international crisis, the effects 
of which are far reaching and 
vary in severity depending on 
location. 
Melting ice caps are 
threatening polar bears, sea 
levels are rising, coral reefs are 
disappearing and plant and 
animal habitats are changing.
Another effect of climate 
change is the increase in 
frequency and severity of fires, 
droughts, hurricanes and 
floods. While some of these 
effects seem distant from 
South Dakota, our state will 
not be exempt from disaster. 
It is difficult to pinpoint 
exact effects for any given 
area, but according to the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency in August 2016, 
South Dakota could see an 
increase in temperatures and 
precipitation.
Temperatures are expected 
to increase evaporation 
rates and water use by 
plants; however, this could 
be offset by the increase in 
precipitation. Precipitation 
is expected to come in heavy 
downpours, which could lead 
to flooding.
In addition, climate change 
may lengthen and intensify 
pollen season, which could 
negatively affect game animals 
in the Midwest. 
Discussing climate change 
is often depressing, but there 
are so many things individuals 
can do to help mitigate climate 
change. The Natural Resource 
Defense Council provides a 
list of actions, many of which 
are doable even for college 
students.
Unplug all electronics even 
when they aren’t in use.  
     Many devices still pull 
energy even when they are 
turned off. According to 
NRDC, “This ‘idle load’ across 
all U.S. households adds up to 
the output of 50 large power 
plants in the U.S.”     Buy 
LED light bulbs. 
They are more expensive, 
but they save energy and 
money in the long run.
Eat less meat and eat all the 
food you buy. 
Meat is resource intensive 
to produce and, in general, 
food takes energy to grow, 
process, package and ship. 
NRDC states this accounts for 
10 percent of U.S. energy even 
though 40 percent of food 
ends up in a landfill. 
Walk or bike instead of 
driving to reduce pollution 
generated by fuel. 
For times when driving is a 
must, ensure the car’s tires are 
inflated properly to maximize 
mpg.
Global climate change has 
impacted the lives of people in 
countless states and countries, 
and SDSU is doing its part in 
raising awareness about it by 
participating in Earth Hour. 
Earth Hour is an annual 
event that encourages 
everyone to turn off their 
lights for one hour to show 
their commitment to fighting 
climate change. This year, 
SDSU will join countless 
others in powering down. 
2018 will mark SDSU’s 
sixth year participating in 
Earth Hour. Campus and 
community members are 
welcome to participate in 
SDSU’s event 8 to 9 p.m. 
March 24 in the Hilton M. 
Briggs Library. There will 
be popcorn, raffle items and 
glow-in-the-dark games. 
Individuals are also welcome 
to participate in their own 
homes by powering down 
their lights and unplugging 
electronics.
Jennifer McLaughlin is the 
SDSU sustainability specialist 
and can be reached at jennifer.
mclaughlin@sdstate.edu
Commit to fighting, ending global climate change
JENNIFER MCLAUGHLIN
 Guest Columnist
KATIE BERNDT
Columnist
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                Solution
To solve the Sudoku puzzle, each row, column and box 
must contain the numbers 1 to 9.
2
6 8 4 3
1 2
4 7
4 6
2 5 9 8
5 6
1 5 7
7 3 4 1
7 3 5 6 1 2 4 9 8
9 6 2 5 8 4 7 1 3
4 8 1 3 9 7 2 6 5
3 4 6 8 2 1 5 7 9
8 1 9 4 7 5 3 2 6
2 5 7 9 3 6 1 8 4
5 7 4 1 6 9 8 3 2
1 9 3 2 4 8 6 5 7
6 2 8 7 5 3 9 4 1
Find the answers in the extras section of sdsucollegian.com
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Holy Week Services
First Presbyterian Church 
692-2416• 405 7th Ave • brookingspresbyterian.org
Palm Sunday 
March 25
Worship Service 
10:30 a.m.
Maundy Thursday 
March 29
The Lord’s Supper 
& Worship 
6:30 p.m.
Easter Sunday
April 1
9 a.m. Sonrise 
Worship
9:30 a.m. Brunch 
10:30 a.m. Worship 
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 32 Function
 35 Dawdler
 36 Type of estate
 38 Math course, for 
short
 39 See 38 Down
 41 Some cereal
 42 Fasts
 44 Ms. Garbo
 45 Air pollution
 46 Chord
 47 Display
 48 Wife of Osiris
 49 Peruvian indian
 50 Elevator man
 51 Acts of assent
 52 Lit. collection
Across
 1 Fewer
 5 Banner
 9 Articulated
 13 Upon
 14 Marketing term, 
for short
 15 Apiary
 16 Constructed
 17 Hindu 
princesses
 18 Garden resident
 19 Tropical Afr. 
climbing plant
 22 Angers
 23 Emmet
 24 Food product
 26 Excellent!
 31 Prearranged 
fights
 32 Cowboy show
 33 Fr. okay
 34 Tears
 35 Inferior
 36 Ceremonial 
elegance
 37 Apply
 38 Road fees
 39 Sp. houses
 40 Tower rooms
 42 Valleys
 43 Fired up
 44 ____ monster
 45 Part of a script
 52 Berserk
 53 Readjust
 54 Division word
 55 Not any
 56 Expels
 57 Citrus follower
 58 Epochs
 59 Fr. painter 
Bonheur
 60 Young lady
Down
 1 Dinner choice
 2 List ender
 3 Soft drink
 4 Sale items
 5 Wears out
 6 Solitary
 7 In the middle of
 8 Transparent
 9 CA volcanic 
mountain peak
 10 Verdi opera
 11 The Terrible
 12 GOP rival
 14 Groom with 
elaborate care
 20 Malay dagger
 21 Disentangle
 24 Pretense
 25 Drive back
 26 Chin feature, 
at times
 27 Roman date
 28 Slipknot
 29 Musketeers 
author
 30 Yelps
 31 Thrash
REAL GREYSON
Columnist
A controversial belief I have 
heard going around on the topic 
of sexual assault is the idea that 
the way a woman dresses affects 
whether or not it is OK to ha-
rass and assault her. This is yet 
another excuse that continues to 
perpetuate rape culture. There 
is no justification whatsoever for 
sexual assault.
By the logic of “provocative 
clothing excusing rape,” any-
one who wears expensive clothes 
and accessories gives thieves 
the right to rob them. That per-
son had the audacity to flaunt 
nice clothes, shoes and phones 
in public. Isn’t that the same as 
begging to be robbed? 
If not, why was that person 
wearing such nice clothing and 
carrying an expensive phone? 
How dare that person step out 
of the house like that, right?
And again, by the extension 
of this logic, does your unedu-
cated and morally incorrect ar-
gument give me the right to 
question your intelligence and 
call someone an idiot?
Personal snide aside, girls 
wear revealing clothes because 
they want to. They don’t need to 
justify it to anybody. It doesn’t 
matter if they want to flaunt 
themselves, or want to feel con-
fident in their bodies. Their de-
sire to look their best is no way 
an invitation to others to harass 
them or lay claim on them.
In a world that believes high-
ly in empowering women and 
encouraging survivors to unite 
with strength, it goes to stand 
that verbal consent is valuable 
and something that should be 
universally understood.
In what reality is a provoc-
ative outfit equivalent to verbal 
consent?
Rape is not about “loss of 
control’”on rapist’s part, rather 
it’s about “asserting control” over 
the victim. Rape is not sex, it 
comes as a form of sex with the 
sole purpose of inflicting harm 
— it is violence. It’s never about 
the victims, it’s all about rapist’s 
mentality. So how can dressing 
modestly change rapist’s mind-
set on asserting control?
A rapist is responsible for 
sexual assault, not what a wom-
an chooses to wear in public. 
The number of assaults will 
not go down if women make 
sure to cover up, and they 
shouldn’t be forced to dress a 
certain way to preserve their 
own safety. Respect should be a 
right not a privilege.
A low-cut top or a short 
dress in no way justifies violent 
actions.
A rapist will still assault 
and they will find something to 
blame other than themselves.
Females have the absolute 
right to wear what they want, 
and if you can’t control your rag-
ing hormones and claim what a 
woman wears gives you the right 
to harass or assault her then 
guess what— the problem is you. 
Changes come about from 
solving the root issue of a prob-
lem. Outfit choice is not the 
problem and the world needs to 
know this. This is not a conver-
sation we should still be having 
in 2018.
SDSU has many opportuni-
ties to educate students on the 
realities of sexual assault and 
gain awareness about how to 
prevent it. I encourage every-
one to take a chance to educate 
themselves with all of the infor-
mational activities coming up 
for “Sexual Assault Awareness 
Week” in April. 
Real Greyson is an 
entrepreneurial studies major 
and can me reached at mdreal@
outlook.com.
‘Provocative clothing’ does not excuse sexual assault
This past week has been nothing 
but stress and anxiety while I 
rushed to get things done that I 
forgot about over the long break. 
But what should I have expect-
ed after pushing off my respon-
sibilities?
This time of year has me 
failing to dig myself out of my 
“mudslide” of stressors. But, 
when thinking broadly, my prob-
lems as a college student are 
small in comparison to the trag-
edies and toxic events happen-
ing every day in our world.
Our world has been full of 
negativity.
Last week, I found myself 
drowning in the toxic waste-
land of the news cycle. I tried to 
find something positive to in-
spire me, but all I could find was 
sadness and tragedy. There was 
nothing I could write, nothing I 
could say to make anything bet-
ter. 
I sat on my floor for a few 
days working on a painting for a 
friend’s birthday gift when I had 
an epiphany on my situation. 
I escape to artistic roots 
when words fail me. There are 
moments in this world when 
words just cannot give respite 
from the raw and excruciating 
truths of today’s society. I’ve nev-
er been good at talking about 
how I feel, but painting takes 
the anxiety away from commu-
nicating. 
Days come when my words 
fail me but I hold the whole 
world with a paintbrush in my 
hand, and I am the creator of 
anything I need to express the 
intensity of feelings I can’t yet 
describe.
My art is a positive outlet to 
express myself and my feelings 
when words just can’t. Find your 
positive outlet and use it.
Artwork holds an unexplain-
able beauty and can serve as a 
reminder to all of us that there is 
strength, growth and light to be 
found in what we have the pow-
er to control.
Sometimes there are no 
words that give comfort for the 
tragedies occurring or the state 
our country is currently in, but 
this moment of self-realization 
proves something I have known 
to be true: communication, in 
any form, can take tragedy and 
turn it into passionate beauty.
Positive outlets and con-
structive expression of our feel-
ings and emotions can really 
turn the dark days into moments 
of newfound hope.
I just want to remind ev-
eryone it is OK to not always 
have all the answers and all the 
right words. Expression in other 
forms can hold the same inten-
sity as the most poetically spo-
ken words. Find your outlet and 
use it. 
Natalie Hilden is the Opinion 
Editor for The Collegian and can 
be reached at
nhilden@sdsucollegian.com.
Rely on other artistic outlets of expression when words fail 
NATALIE HILDEN
Opinion Editor
• 4/2: All Gender Self Defense Class, 8 to 
10 p.m. in the Wellness Center Studio A
• 4/3: Teal Tuesday Wardrobe Day, “Aubrey 
and Daisy”movie showing 6 to 8 p.m. in 
Rotunda C.
• 4/4: Survivor Panel - “How can you be a survivor 
ally?,” 6 to 8 p.m. in the Union Hobo Day Gallery
• 4/5: Take Back the Night March and Survivor 
Share, 5 p.m. starting at Hobo Day Gallery with 
Survivor Share afterward 
Sexual Assault Awareness Week — April 2 to 6 Event Overview:
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Five things to know about Jacks softball
Gross wins first Division I National Championship for SDSU
ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Editor
W ith the winter sports season wrapping up this past weekend, it 
is now time to shift attention to  
spring sports. 
The South Dakota State soft-
ball team is a couple weeks away 
from beginning conference play. 
Here are five things you should 
know about the team before it 
heads into the most important 
part of its schedule.
1. Hot start
The Jackrabbits went 14-7 in 
21 games before falling to Ne-
braska twice last week. This was 
their best start to a season since 
going to Division I in 2005. 
They are in second place in the 
Summit League behind North 
Dakota State who is 17-7.
SDSU is winning games 
with hot bats, leading the Sum-
mit League in runs scored and 
runs batted in and are second in 
hits. The Jacks have three of the 
top four players with the high-
est Summit League batting av-
erages.
“I think confidence and hav-
ing a better game plan going 
into each game has helped,” 
head coach Krista Wood said.
2. Key Players
Senior infielder Abby Mur-
phy has led the Jacks in hitting 
so far this season. She has a .450 
batting average, which is first in 
the Summit League and she has 
20 RBI’s. 
“She’s [Murphy] got a lot of 
confidence,” Wood said. “She’s 
swinging at good pitches and is 
just a tough out. She fouls a lot 
of balls off until she finds a pitch 
to hit. So she’s up there compet-
ing and battling at the plate.” 
Junior outfielder Julia An-
dersen and junior infielder Ali 
Herdliska are great hitters for 
the Jacks as well. Andersen’s 
batting average is .376, which is 
third in the Summit League. 
Herdliska has 19 RBI’s, 
which is second in the Summit 
League and three home runs. 
She has 25 career home runs, 
which is tied for second in SDSU 
history and is 10 away from the 
most in program history.
Senior pitcher Madison 
Hope is the Jacks’ number one 
pitcher. She has an 8-3 record 
with 37 strike outs and one save. 
The eight wins are second most 
in the Summit League. 
3. Best season with Wood 
as head coach
This is Wood’s fourth sea-
son as the Jacks head coach. In 
her previous three, the team had 
a combined record of 65-108. 
Wood said having more upper-
classmen is the reason SDSU 
has been successful.
“Everyone is starting to 
buy into the process more,” she 
said. “They’re buying into what 
we’re doing and our philoso-
phies. We’re being more consis-
tent with what we’re telling the 
kids with how we’re going to do 
things. The last two years we’ve 
been young, so now we’re getting 
a lot more experience and con-
sistency.”
4. Conference champion-
ship hopes
The Jacks have not had a 
winning record since 2005 and 
have never won the Summit 
League regular season champi-
onship or tournament.
This is arguably their most 
talented team since joining 
the Summit League and Wood 
thinks they can win the confer-
ence.
“I think we have to put it all 
together,” Wood said. “Offense, 
defense, pitching and everyone’s 
goal is to win the league. So it’s 
not going to come easy by any 
means. North Dakota State’s got 
a good program and Omaha has 
been doing well. When it comes 
to Summit League play anything 
can happen. It’s going to be a 
battle, but offensively through-
out these last 20-some games 
that there have been moments 
where if we can put it all togeth-
er we can win it.”
The Jacks will travel to Iowa 
City to face Iowa and then to 
Kansas City to take on Mis-
souri-Kansas City before going 
to Omaha to open up Summit 
League play March 30.
5. Key Games
The Jacks don’t play many 
games at the Jackrabbit Soft-
ball Stadium due to weather, so 
they like to take advantage of the 
ones they do have.
SDSU will have its home 
opener April 7 against North 
Dakota. That will begin a nine 
game home stand for them 
where they will play South Da-
kota, Drake and North Dako-
ta State.
The Jacks only play NDSU 
at home this season, which will 
help SDSU because the Bison 
are the top team in the Summit 
League as of right now. SDSU 
and NDSU are the only teams 
with records above .500.  
FILE PHOTO 
TRENTON ABREGO
Sports Reporter
South Dakota State continued to 
reach new heights in wrestling 
after they left the NCAA Tourna-
ment with three All-Americans 
and a National Champion.
Junior Seth Gross defeated 
Stevan Micic of Michigan, 13-
8, to become the first Jackrab-
bit to win a National Champion-
ship in NCAA Division I wres-
tling history. Gross finished the 
season 29-1.
“Setting records for the pro-
gram and creating history—
that’s what it’s all about,” head 
coach Chris Bono said.
SDSU joins Iowa, Cornell, 
Penn State, Arizona State, North 
Carolina State and Ohio State as 
teams with National Champions 
this year, which puts them on a 
short list of top wrestling pro-
grams.
Moving forward, having their 
name on that list could improve 
their chances of landing a big re-
cruit, Bono said.
“It will help us with recruit-
ing a fan base,” he said. “It will 
put Brookings, South Dakota, on 
the map.
As a team, the Jacks placed 
12th at the NCAA Tournament 
with 42 team points, which was 
the highest finish for all Big 12 
teams.
Looking ahead to next year, 
the Jacks will lose major con-
tributors and two of their three 
All-Americans in Luke Zilver-
berg and David Kocer.
Zilverberg finished eighth in 
the NCAA Tournament in the 
157-weight class, dropping an 
11-5 decision to Joshua Shields 
of Arizona State. Zilverberg fin-
ished the year going 30-11 and 
was a two-time NCAA qualifier.
174-pounder, David Kocer 
finished seventh in the NCAA 
Tournament with a 7-2 deci-
sion over Jacobe Smith of Okla-
homa State. Kocer finished the 
year with a record of 28-8. Kocer 
qualified for the NCAA Tourna-
ment for three consecutive years.
Nate Rotert will also gradu-
ate. Rotert compiled a 28-5 se-
nior season at the 197-weight 
class and qualified for four 
NCAA Tournament appearanc-
es.
SDSU will also lose heavy-
weight Alex Macki to gradua-
tion. Macki finished his senior 
year with a 14-14 record. Mac-
ki will finish his collegiate career 
with a 42-62 mark.
The Jacks will look to replace 
the seniors they lose with a good 
recruiting class.
“We signed a top five or six 
recruiting class,” Bono said.
The 2018 recruiting class is 
headlined by Alex Lloyd of Sha-
kopee, Minnesota, who has won 
three straight Minnesota State 
titles. Lloyd won his first two 
at the 145-weight class and his 
most recent at the 152-weight 
class.
Peyton Robb of Owatonna, 
Minnesota, is another recruit the 
Jacks could utilize next season. 
He won three state titles in high 
school.
Despite having a top recruit-
ing class, the Jacks will also look 
to build off seasons from fresh-
man Connor Brown and soph-
omores Henry Pohlmeyer and 
Martin Mueller, all of whom 
qualified for the NCAA Tourna-
ment.
Brown went 1-2 in the NCAA 
tournament and was eliminat-
ed with a 10-4 loss against Zeke 
Moisey of West Virginia. Brown 
finished his freshman year with 
a record of 23-16.
Pohlmeyer also went 1-2 in 
the NCAA Tournament, losing 
on an 8-0 major decision to Kev-
in Jack of NC State in his final 
match of the season. Pohlmey-
er finished the season with a 23-
11 record.
Mueller went 0-2 in the 
NCAA Tournament, falling to 
Bo Nickal of Penn State, who 
went on to win the 184-weight 
class division, in the first round. 
Mueller will look to build off of 
his breakout sophomore season 
in which he finished with a 24-8 
record.
Despite having one of the 
most successful seasons in 
school history, Bono made it ap-
parent that the Jacks will not be 
satisfied with these results next 
year, and will look to improve 
to a top four finish in the NCAA 
Tournament. Preparation has al-
ready begun.
“We started (Monday),” Bono 
said with a smile.
Junior Ali Herdliska up to bat during the game against Omaha April 21, 2017. Herdliska leads the team with three home runs this season and has 25 in her career. SDSU 14-9 on the season, which is their best start since 
becoming Division I in 2005. The Jacks play North Dakota in their home opener 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. April 3 at the Jackrabbit Softball Complex.
FILE PHOTO
Junior Seth Gross won the 133-pound title at the NCAA Division I Tournament March 17 at Quicken Loans Arena in Cleveland, Ohio. 
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Five things to know about SDSU baseball
TRENTON ABREGO
Sports Reporter
T he Jacks have lost nine straight games and are 2-17 on the season. As they enter 
the important midway point of their 
season, here are five things to know 
about the 2018 SDSU baseball team.
1. There are several MLB 
prospects on the team
Senior shortstop Tony Kjols-
ing and sophomore pitchers, Brady 
Stover and Brady Moxham have re-
ceived attention from scouts.
“When those guys (Kjols-
ing and Stover) throw, there’s 10 
to 15 scouts that show up every 
weekend,” head coach Rob Bish-
op said.
Moxham owns a 0-3 record 
with a 7.56 earned run average 
but has managed to strike out 25 
batters in as many innings.
Stover has been a bright spot 
in the Jacks rotation with an 
earned-run average of 2.77 but 
has only made three starts due to a 
sore shoulder.
“Hopefully we’ll get him back 
to full strength where he can 
pitch every weekend,” Bishop said. 
“It’s not a serious injury.”
It isn’t just the pitching staff 
that’s grabbing the attention of po-
tential suitors at the next-level.
Junior utility player Nick Smith, 
sophomore first basemen and des-
ignated hitter Josh Falk and senior 
third baseman Newt Johnson are 
also some of the infielders who could 
garner interest down the road.
Smith has batted .200 on the 
season, and has four runs batted in. 
Falk leads the Jacks with a .309 bat-
ting average and 21 hits. Falk has hit 
two home runs in his 68 plate ap-
pearances. Johnson has had the hot 
bat for the Jacks and has hit three 
homeruns with 15 hits and a batting 
average of .217 percent.
“It just comes down to those guys 
putting together a good season,” 
Bishop said.
2. The lineup is full of new 
faces
On the Jacks roster, there are 11 
college transfers. Most of the trans-
fers come from junior colleges and 
lack the experience on Division l 
playing time. 
“Even though we have guys with 
experience, we don’t have a lot of 
guys with Division I experience,” 
Bishop said.
The difference between the ju-
nior college level and the D-I level 
have been apparent, Bishop said.
“I feel like at the second half of 
the season, they will make adjust-
ments,” he said.
For the Jacks to turn the corner 
this season, they will have to adapt 
to their youth and experience to use 
it to their advantage.
 
3. Power in the lineup
There are just three players in 
the Summit League who have hit 
three home runs this season and two 
of them are SDSU players — Seniors 
Newt Johnson and Anthony Schnei-
der. Tony Kjolsing and Josh Falk 
both have two home runs.
As a team, SDSU and Oral Rob-
erts are tied at 11 home runs for the 
Summit League conference lead.
 
4. Key games
April 17, 2018 versus Minneso-
ta at Siebert Field in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota will be key.
Earlier this season, the Jacks 
dropped a 1-0 loss to the Gophers 
at U.S. Bank Stadium February 28. 
In that contest, the Jacks were held 
to just two hits, but their pitch-
ing held the Gophers to just three 
hits. In their next showdown, if the 
Jacks are able to get their bats go-
ing, they should have a chance to flip 
the script. April 20 to 22 versus Oral 
Roberts at Erv Huether Field.
Oral Roberts has won 19 of the 
last 21 Summit League Champion-
ships. If the Jacks can flip the script 
on the Golden Eagles, they might 
be able to knock off the perennial 
powerhouse in the Summit League 
Tournament.  
Next game to take note of will be 
May 9 versus Wichita State at Eck 
Stadium in Wichita, Kansas.
Wichita State is off to a blazing 
13-4 start to their season and own 
a 9-1 record when opponents vis-
it. If the Jacks can beat Wichita 
in a hostile environment close 
to the Summit League Tourna-
ment, it could be the momen-
tum boost they need.
5. Goal for the rest of 
the season
The Jacks need to get 
their pitching on the same 
page as their hitting. Against 
Oral Roberts, the Jacks 
scored 24 runs over three 
games. Pitching proved to 
be the downfall for the Jacks 
as they allowed 34 runs.
As a team, the Jacks 
have an earned-run average 
of 6.86. The pitching staff has 
allowed 14 home runs this 
season.
“We haven’t done quite 
enough on the mound to have 
a lot of success,” Bishop said.
Part of why the Jacks have 
struggled on the mound is 
due to their confidence.
“We have to go out there 
and pitch with more confi-
dence,” Bishop said. “I don’t 
have any question that we have 
enough talent to pitch well.”
SDSU will travel to Macomb, 
Illinois, for a weekend series with 
Summit League foe Western Il-
linois Fighting Leathernecks on 
March 23 to March 25.
FILE PHOTO
SDSU hosts Dakota Wesleyan at 3 p.m. April 4. The Jacks are 2-17 so far this season and opened Summit League play March 16 to 17 against Oral Roberts and lost all three games in the series.
FEATURE PHOTO:
ABBY FULLENKAMP • The Collegian 
The Jacks celebrate junior Madison Guebert’s (11) three-point shot tying the game at the end of the fourth quarter during the NCAA game against 
Villanova. SDSU lost to Villanova 74-81 in overtime.
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ATHLETE OF THE WEEK: 
SETH GROSS
Year: Junior
Hometown: Apple Valley, 
Minnesota
Major: Computer Science
ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Editor
The South Dakota State wres-
tling team participated in the 
NCAA Division I Wrestling 
Tournament March 15 to 17. 
Seth Gross won the 
133-weight class and was the 
first SDSU wrestler to win an 
NCAA Division I Champion-
ship. He defeated Tariq Wil-
son of North Carolina in the 
semifinals by pinning him in 
overtime. In the champion-
ship, Gross defeated Stevan 
Micic of Michigan by decision 
13-8.
For this performance Gross 
is the Collegian Athlete of the 
Week.
GOJACKS.COM
FILE PHOTO
Junior Seth Gross wrestles against Wyoming’s Bryce Meredith during the 141-pound bout Jan. 18. Meredith defeated Gross with a 
decision of 4-2. Gross won the 133-pound title at the NCAA Devision I Championships March 17 in Cleveland, Ohio.
ABBY FULLENKAMP • The Collegian 
Senior Ellie Thompson (45) goes for a layup against Villanova on March 16 in the first 
round of the NCAA Tournament at the Joyce Center in Notre Dame, Indiana.
BUILD A RESUME THAT GETS NOTICED
Tuesday, March 20 ● Time: 3 to 4 PM ● Student Union Crest Room 253C
The job of a resume is to get you an interview. Does your resume get you noticed? 
This workshop will help resume rookies create a resume and take advanced resume 
writers to the next level. Learn what makes an effective resume stand out to employers, 
while avoiding common resume pitfalls.
CURRICULUM VITAES: WHAT ARE THEY? HOW DO THEY 
DIFFER FROM RESUMES?
Thursday, March 22 ● Time: 3 to 4 PM  ● Student Union Crest Room 253C
Resumes and curriculum vitaes (CVs) are both documents that are used to apply for a job. However, 
their purpose, content and audience are not the same. Learn what a CV is, how it differs from a 
resume, key elements to include, and when it is appropriate to use.
INTERVIEW WITH CONFIDENCE
Tuesday, March 27 ● Time: 3 to 4 PM  ● Student Union Crest Room 253C
Does the thought of an interview make you anxious? We can remedy that! Learn what to do before, 
during and after the interview and how to answer common questions. Preparation breeds confidence, 
and confidence breeds success!
BUILD A RESUME THAT GETS NOTICED
Tuesday, April 3 ● Time: 3 to 4 PM ● Student Union Crest Room 253C
The job of a resume is to get you an interview. Does your resume get you noticed? This workshop will 
help resume rookies create a resume and take advanced resume writers to the next level. Learn 
what makes an effective resume stand out to employers, while avoiding common resume pitfalls.
GET LINKEDIN: LEVERAGE YOUR PERSONAL BRAND TO 
FIND JOBS & INTERNSHIPS 
Thursday, April 5 ● Time: 3 to 4 PM ● Student Union Crest Room 253C
Are you linked in? If not, you may be missing out on a key tool for your career success. 
Eighty percent of available jobs are not advertised! Learn how to access the “hidden 
job market” through strategic communication with professionals on LinkedIn.
INTERVIEW WITH CONFIDENCE
Tuesday, April 17 ● Time: 3 to 4 PM ● Student Union Crest Room 253C
Does the thought of an interview make you anxious? We can remedy 
that! Learn what to do before, during and after the interview and how 
to answer common questions. Preparation breeds confidence, and 
confidence breeds success!
EVALUATE & NEGOTIATE JOB OFFERS & 
LEARN ENTRY-LEVEL JOB STRATEGIES
Wednesday, April 18 ● Time: 3 to 4 PM 
Student Union Crest Room 253C
With graduation on the horizon, you may be tempted 
to immediately accept the first job offer you receive. 
Smart graduates don’t sell themselves short. 
There is almost always room for negotiating 
the offered compensation package. Learn 
how to evaluate job offers and negotiate 
salary and benefits. Also, learn tips to 
ensure a smooth transition from college 
classroom to company cubicle.
The spring season 
signals new beginnings: 
Internship. Graduation. First 
entry-level job. Whatever your 
professional fresh start looks 
like, Career Development’s Spring 
Workshop Series will give you the 
tools you need to succeed.
Spring 2018
CAREER 
WORKSHOPS
For more information, use your MyState credentials to log 
into SDSTATE.JOINHANDSHAKE.COM. Click on the “Event” tab, 
then click “View Event” to view workshops. Click “Join Event” 
to pre-register.  Pre-registration is encouraged, but not required. 
Questions? Contact Career Development at 605.688.4425 or 
Careers@sdstate.edu
SDStateCareerDevelopment SDStateCareerDO
Sponsored by the 
SDSU Office of Career Developm
ent
CARSON HERBERT
Sports Reporter
The South Dakota State wom-
en’s basketball season came to 
an end March 16 after an 81-74 
overtime loss against Villanova 
in Notre Dame, Indiana. While 
the team is disappointed in not 
making it further in the tourna-
ment, it has a lot to be proud of 
looking back on the 2017-18 sea-
son. 
The Jacks finished the season 
26-7 overall and had a 12-2 con-
ference record. They averaged 
78.2 points per game, which 
was second best in the Summit 
League. 
Two wins against power five 
schools in Oklahoma and North 
C State, as well as nearly taking 
down the ACC Champion and 
No. 3 ranked Louisville earlier 
in the season signaled that the 
Jacks would be a team to look 
out for in 2017-18.
Junior guard Macy Miller, 
who spent most of last season on 
the sideline due to an ACL tear, 
won her second Summit League 
Player of the Year award.
Head coach Aaron John-
ston was upset by the loss, but 
couldn’t overlook the team’s ac-
complishments.
“I think every time you lose 
at the end you feel like it’s a 
tough way to go out. It was a 
phenomenal year for many rea-
sons,” Johnston said. “We had 
some great individual accom-
plishments, some great team ac-
complishments and some great 
wins. Our goal in the NCAA 
Tournament was to try and 
make a run. It was disappoint-
ing that we didn’t, but the way 
the season ended doesn’t make 
us feel different about the oth-
er good things that happened 
during the year.”
The Jacks No. 8 seed in the 
2018 NCAA Tournament was 
the second-highest seed in pro-
gram history.
“It was obviously something 
that was very special for our pro-
gram. Just being able to see that 
we are getting the respect from 
teams and people across the 
country will definitely be a big 
motivating factor for us going 
forward.” 
Looking ahead to next sea-
son, the Jacks will lose two 
starters in senior forward El-
lie Thompson and senior guard 
Alexis Alexander, but will re-
turn their top two scorers in 
Macy Miller and Madison Gue-
bert. The junior guard duo fin-
ished the season first and fourth 
in the conference in scoring, re-
spectively.
Freshman forward Myah Sel-
land, junior forward Tagyn Lar-
son, sophomore guard Rylie Cas-
cio Jensen, junior guard Syd-
ney Palmer and freshman for-
ward Tylee Irwin are all expect-
ed to be back next season. All of 
them were pivotal players for the 
Jacks.
“Going into the offseason, we 
have a lot of things we can im-
prove on,” Guebert said. “But 
we are excited with everyone 
we have coming back, especially 
with bringing back all of the ex-
perience we had from this sea-
son.”
All paths 
lead to... 
Now in Brookings!
503 N. Main, Brookings, SD 57006
spoke-n-sport.com | 605-696-7979
After NCAA defeat, women enter off-season with determination
